Costa Rica has two coasts and with that, two
cultures; on the Pacific Ocean and Central
Highlands the Ticos (Costa Ricans) share a unique
and welcoming Latin culture and on the Atlantic
Ocean, especially in and around Limon, it is English-
speaking influenced by Jamaican African-
Caribbean culture Costa Rica is a cultural melting
pot. It shows indigenous origins and Spanish
colonial influence, with a peppery splash of other
immigrant cultures thrown in the stew such as
Jamaican and Chinese.

HISTORY

Columbus came to what is now Costa Rica on his
fourth voyage to the New World. Columbus landed
in what is now Puerto Limon. On this voyage to the
New World, Columbus named the land Costa Rica,
or "Rich Coast". Some say he chose the hame
because of the natural beauty he found there, and
because he heard rumors of gold.
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TRADITIONS /CELEBRATIONS

Costa Rica is a country with strong traditions. One
tradition that is ingrained in Ticos is that they are
especially friendly and hospitable towards foreigners
and often invite them to family gatherings or
celebrations. Traditions in Costa Rica revolve around
the tight knit bonds of the family structure. These are
traditions that are recognized, taught, and practiced
from birth until death.Of course with traditions come

the celebration of different holidays in Costa Rica
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The Costa Rican folk tradition has diverse cultural
manifestations that include music, dance, legends,
traditions, songs, popular proverbs, tales, sayings,

romances, riddles, which are common and
recognizable by the majority of the population of the
country and which are generally used during popular
and patron festivities, and vary according to each
region and town.

Costa Rica is well-known for its gourmet coffee
beans with the famous Tarrazu considered
among the finest beans in the world.

Costa Rica

City Tours and Adventures



TOURISM

Costa Rica is a rugged, rainforested Central
American country with coastlines on the Caribbean
and Pacific. Though its capital, San Jose, is home i - . v
to cultural institutions like the Pre-Columbian Gold ;
Museum, Costa Rica is known for its beaches,
volcanoes, and biodiversity. Roughly a quarter of

GEOGRAPHY
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waterfall at Rincén de la Vieja National Park, is tropical and has a wet season that lasts from
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GOVERNMENT

Costa Rica is a republic with a single
legislative body made up of its Legislative
Assembly, whose members are elected by
popular vote. The judicial branch of
government in Costa Rica is comprised only
of a Supreme Court. Costa Rica's executive
branch has a chief of state and head of
government—both of which are filled by the
president, who is elected by popular vote.
Costa Rica underwent its most recent
election in February 2010. Laura Chinchilla
won the election and became the country's
first female president.
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econommally prosperous countries in Central

America and a major part of-its economy comes
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